NATIONALISM,   1914-1920
once again the masters of the ancient city of the Abbasid
Khalifs and possessing an honourable place among the nations
of the modern world. It seemed to matter little to the National-
ists that two essentials, not to mention others, of a modern
democratic state — a background of moderately well-informed
and articulate public opinion and an adequate supply of trained
and honest indigenous administrative personnel — were lacking
and that the acquisition of such essentials would be a matter of
years. Nor did they apparently take into consideration that the
external dangers from Turkey, Persia and rival Arab states
might be as great a threat to the future of the new state as the
internal difficulties of maintaining it, once it had been created.
The right to a national existence, the 'Iraqi Nationalists in
company with their fellow Arabs elsewhere1 considered to be
indubitably theirs, both on the basis of the promises of the
Allies and on that of the doctrine of self-determination. On
these bases and not on any specific criteria of capacity, they
rested their claims to independence.2
In a part of the world where differences of religion and of
sect are synonymous with differences of race and of nationality,
where religious fanaticism still lies close to the surface, and
where allegiance to religious authority has still to be replaced
by allegiance to the State, it is not surprising that Nationalism,
begun as a political movement fostered by lawyers, teachers,
writers and soldiers, should assume a religious aspect and
acquire the support of the priesthood and of religious digni-
taries. The latter recalled that the glories of the Arab past in
Damascus, in Egypt, in North Africa and in the city of the
Abbasids had been at their height in the days when Islam had
been dominant and when the Khalifa had been head of the
1 Amir Faisal when he appeared before the Peace Conference in Pans,
February, 1919, stressed the nght of self-determination of the Arab peoples:
Miller, D. H., My Diary at the Conference of Pans (22 vols. New York, 1926),
Vol. xiv, pp. 227-34
3 For an excellent study of capacity for independence as opposed to rights to
independence, see Ritsher, W. H, Criteria of Capacity for Independence
(Jerusalem, 1934).
245

